
THE CIVIC HALL AMATEUR PLAYERS SOCIETY - C.H.A.P.S.
Founded 1979

(Affiliated to the National Operatic & Dramatic Association)
NEWSLETTER – SUMMER 2021

Dear All,

Welcome to our July newsletter. We hope everyone is well. Just a few things to keep us all in 
the loop…...

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND END OF OUR FINANCIAL YEAR.
Our 2020 – 2021 financial year ended on the 30th April last and though we do have a couple of
financial obligations, as I’m sure you will imagine, there have been only a few transactions 
during the year.  Last year’s A.G.M. was held in September via email, and if we are still 
restricted, we may consider doing this again this year, but we hope that soon, current 
restrictions may be lifted and we will be able to get together as a group. 

PRODUCTIONS
I did mention back in the spring newsletter that Margaret had made provisional bookings for 
our pantomime at the Memorial Hall and the Trinity Centre, but that this will be subject to 
any corona virus restrictions which may still be required. This was the main topic in our 
thoughts at a recent socially distanced Committee meeting that we were able to have, but we 
didn’t think that we could commit to anything at that point, but hope to look at this again very
shortly.

DONATION IN MEMORY OF PETER BOWYER
The Society has made a donation of £100 to the Conwy Food Bank in memory of Peter. 

TUDUR’S TV FLASHBACK – Tuesday 27th April 2021
After the last newsletter was issued, I received a telephone call and email to let me know 
that excerpts from Chaps’ appearance in the BBC Wales ‘Tune Team’ series from 2002 were 
to be shown in ‘Tudur’s TV Flashback’ to be broadcast on Tuesday 27th April last.  I did email 
all current members and friends, and hope that you all were able to see this. After the 
broadcast, I wrote to the series producer to thank him for including us in the programme, 
and received the following reply:

Geoff, thank you and all at CHAPS for the hard work you put into producing a highly 
entertaining piece of theatre which brought so much warmth and humour to last 
night’s episode. Much appreciated. All the best with your future shows! 

MEMBERS NEWS
Since our last newsletter, Keith and Rita have both celebrated their birthdays in April, Janet
(Bowen) and Ramon in May, Shirley in June, and Margaret, David (Cooper), Janet (Davies) and 
John (Willis) celebrate theirs’ this month. We wish them all many happy returns.

And we send our best wishes to David’s wife Sue, who hasn’t been well recently, and we hope 
will be feeling fine again very soon. We also send our thoughts to Penny and Noel as Noel has 
been very poorly of late. 



CONGRATULATIONS TO KATIE SKUSE.
We are thrilled to learn that Katie has gained a place in September at Swansea University to 
read (maybe that should be study!) Creative Writing.  Well done Katie, we all send our 
congratulations and best wishes. 

A WEDNESDAY WALK… 
On Wednesday the 26th May last, a small number of us met in the 
car park by Llanfairfechan’s beach cafe at 10 am for an hour's walk 
along the coastal path, and then outdoor refreshments back at the 
cafe at about 11am. The weather was sunny and calm, and in the 
photograph we are admiring a family of swans resting by the 
lakeside. It was lovely that Sian was able to join us for coffee and 
we are pleased that she will continue her relationship with Chaps.

… AND A SUNDAY LUNCH
Sue and Ken arranged for us to meet for Sunday Lunch at
Penmaenmawr Golf Club on 13th June – 17 people socially distanced at
six per table! The weather was nice and we were able to sit outside in
pleasant surroundings prior to the meal.  A few more photographs are
shown below, all courtesy of Sue Rogers.

WILLIE WYSE 
Via  a  post  on  Facebook  recently  from Willie’s  daughter  Moya,  we have
learned of the death of Willie Wyse, who was in at the start of our Society,
starring  as  ‘Bertha  Bumpkin’,  a  dotty  dame in  our  first  pantomime ‘The
Magic Post Office’ in December 1979.
Willie was a professional entertainer for whom singing was his first love. He
came to Llandudno in 1969 to appear with Alex Munroe at the Happy Valley,
and later, did summer seasons at the Arcadia and Pier Pavilion Theatres,
becoming also Manager at the Pier Pavilion and then General Manager for
the Company.
Willie both directed and starred in our next three pantomimes, as Charlie,
one of the robbers in Babes in the Wood in December 1980, as Idle Jack in
Dick Whittington, February 1982, and as Buttons in Cinderella in February
1983; his daughter Moya was also in these shows. Willie had a lovely tenor
voice,  but  also  loved  the  comedy  rolls  in  pantomime  and  will  always  be
remembered as one of the stars of our early years. 

As always, if you have any information or happenings that you would like to share with other 
members, then please get in touch.

Have fun, and stay safe and well,

Janet, Geoff and Sue.

(Geoff; 2nd July, 2021)



 

               
     


