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NEWSLETTER – SPRING 2021
Dear All,

Welcome to our Spring 2021 Newsletter. With corona virus
restrictions hopefully now beginning to ease, thoughts are turning to
us being able meet up again, as long as this easing doesn’t lead to
restrictions being tightened again. Let’s hope that the vaccines will
make the difference this time.

AUGUST PRODUCTION.
One suggestion is for us to consider a play and maybe variety show for 
presentation in late August, with rehearsals commencing in June. Would you be 
happy to meet up with others at this time and to take part? Please let us know 
what you think.

DATES FOR OUR PANTOMIME 2021
Margaret has provisionally booked the last weekend in November and the first 
weekend in December this year for pantomime at the Memorial Hall in Llandudno 
Junction and the Trinity Centre in Llandudno, but this will be subject to any 
corona virus restrictions which may still be required.

DEFIBRILLATOR
Martin has been regularly checking on the defibrillator which we sponsored for 
the community of Llandudno Junction. Both Boots Chemists, on whose outside wall 
it is located, and the GP surgery, whose side window overlooks the equipment, are 
also keeping an eye on its safety. We have to thank Martin very much for looking 
after this vital piece of life saving equipment.

A FUTURE HOME FOR THE SOCIETY
Martin has also been leading a conversation regarding a future
‘home’ for the Society. It is now seven years since the Civic Hall
auditorium was closed as a performance venue, and the building
itself seems likely to be redeveloped as a retail and residential
space. We have rehearsed and performed at various venues
since, but unless we like the idea of being a ‘troup of strolling players’, the idea of 
having our ‘own home’ again becomes quite attractive. It seems that the facilities 
lost in the closure of the Civic Hall don’t exist anywhere in the Deganwy, Llandudno
Junction, Conwy area, but we believe that Community Funding is still available from
the Gwynt-y-Mor Wind Farm project, and if a suitable building could be found, and
the owners willing to consider possible improvements, we may be able to recreate 
the performing arts facilities that we have lost. There were many groups that 



used to use the Civic Hall, and it would be good to find out what places they have 
been using in recent years, in case one may be suitable for improvement. Martin is 
keen to draw up a list of any other groups who might be interested in joining us in 
applying for the grant from Gwynt y Mor, or at least using any premises once 
improved, so if you have any suggestions or contacts for local groups in this 
category please let us know.

PETER BOWYER 
I did let everyone know at the time, but it would be 
appropriate to pay tribute to  Peter once again. Peter died in 
hospital on the 6th February, and it was a big shock to all of us. 
He had provided the lighting and sound for our productions and
also assisted with scenery and props, since our days at the 
Civic Hall, and had been very involved in attempts to keep the 
Civic Hall open and provide it with a future. Lighting and sound 
had been his hobby, and he took great pleasure in keeping up to
date with new equipment and using it for the benefit of our 
shows, and those of other groups. We had an old spot lamp 
from our earliest days at the Church House in Deganwy, which 
was rusty and needed new wiring, and when I took it to him, his

eyes lit up and he relished the prospect of refurbishing it. This photo of him was 
taken when he played the roll of Genie of the Limp in ‘A Ladd in Conwee’ in 
December 2008, when he first joined us, the only time I think we got him in a 
show. We will miss you Peter.

VAL GRADWELL
Val, who passed away in mid February, was one of the early
members of Chaps at the Church House in Deganwy, and most of
the current members will probably not know her. Val took part in
many of our shows up until we moved to the Civic Hall in Conwy,
both on stage and back stage, with her husband Russ also helping
front of house. They used to have a hotel on Llandudno
promenade, and both Val and Russ were always lovely people, full
of fun, friendly and smiling.  Russ was a Lancaster bomber pilot in
the war, shot down in northern France not long after ‘D-Day’, and there-in lies one 
of many tales. 

We hope you all have had a happy Easter, and as always, if you have any 
information or happenings that you would like to share with other members, or 
thoughts on any of the above, then please get in touch.

Keep well and safe, everyone.

Janet, Geoff & Sue.

(Geoff. 7th April 2021) 


