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NEWSLETTER – AUTUMN 2020
Dear All,

Welcome to an Autumn newsletter. We hope that you are all keeping well and managing to 
keep enjoyably busy! We would of course under normal circumstances be well on our way with 
rehearsals for this year’s pantomime. Just hang onto the memory of learning the dances and 
the dialogue, the laughter and the tea and biscuits and we’ll be fine. Here’s a few items of 
news that we hope you like.

CHAPS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Further to the email letter of the 22nd September last, to all members concerning the ‘email’ 
A.G.M. this year, I can confirm that no questions, queries or objections have been raised, and 
that therefore the proposals made will be adopted for 2020-2021. Thank you everyone, and 
especially to those who responded.  

N.O.D.A. AWARD FOR BEST PANTOMIME

Lyn Emmerson, our local representative from N.O.D.A. has passed to 
us the award and certificates for Best Pantomime for our production
of ‘Humpty Dumpty’. Images of the nomination and winner 
certificates are shown below. Also nominated were Ruthin Panto 
Society with ‘Beauty and the Beast’ and the Children of Benllech 
Panto Group’s ‘Pirates of the Panto’, so congratulations again to 
everyone. 

BIRTHDAYS
Charlotte and Jenny both had birthdays in September and also Angie in
early October. Jean had hers on the 3rd November and Sue (Rogers) and
Marjorie also have their special days in this month. Donna and Sue
(Hughes) share the same birthday on the 29th.
Joan, pictured right earlier this summer, has just celebrated her 90th

birthday on the 4th November. She is probably our greatest supporter
and is one of the happiest people that I know. She has had many cards
from Chaps members and friends and these have been really special for her to receive. Thank
you very much to everyone who sent birthday wishes to her. She has been thrilled to bits.

To these and all members and friends with a birthday at this time we send are very best 
wishes for good health and happiness in the year ahead.



MEMBER’S NEWS 
I have been pulling together the props for our next pantomime! I’ve got eight swords, ten 
twirly umbrellas, seven truncheons, six cutlasses, two choppers, seven mops.......etc. etc. and a
telescope! So any ideas as to which panto we can do would be great! 
Jenny and Martin’s apple trees have given a good crop again this year, and from little plants 
sown by Margaret, Sue & I have had some lovely tomatoes and beans over the summer, and 
for the first time grown a few leeks which look very promising. 

Keith and Rita have become grandparents again, their granddaughter Olive is
now 4 ¾ months old and doing fine. Olive’s father is Andrew, who played ‘Dick
Sleepman’ in 2101 A Space Peculiarity. As well as working from home, Keith
has been doing some DIY and a computer animation project, and Rita has
been sewing, among other things, clothes for Olive, the pink hat in the photo
being among these. They have also been doing puzzles, a bit of walking and
organising Rita’s mum’s shopping.

We were very pleased to hear how Erin is getting on and had the following from her:

Hello all, I'm still living in London but have spent the majority of the year at my family 
home because of lock down.
During this pandemic I have graduated from Mountview Academy of Theatre Arts and 
signed with an agent (Ryder Management).
I briefly worked as a childrens' entertainer, a lovely job where I dress up as a Disney 
Princess and surprise children at their birthday parties.
Unfortunately the theatre industry is struggling due to covid and so work in that field has 
dried up. Anyway I've been spending my time writing songs and focusing on my other 
interests...bit of a history geek on the quiet! So keeping busy.
As with most others, life is a bit uncertain having graduated into a pandemic, but it will be 
a story to tell the grandchildren! It was such a shame we couldn't finish our last term. We
will be having a graduation in April and I'm going back to finish off a couple of projects 
(Covid permitting).
I hope everyone in Chaps is well; the whole pantomime situation is difficult this year. 
There's a great community feel from doing a show but I'm sure it will come back and 
people will be desperate for some live theatre again.
Lots of love to you all. Xxx

Charlotte is locked down at Preston University but she has texted Sue to say that she is 
keeping well and busy. 

Back in the summer but after the last newsletter was sent, I received the following tale from
Marjorie Wynn which she has asked me to share with you. Just to say that Marjorie and 
Ramon live in the country.

We had quite an interesting event the other evening. Sitting watching the TV around 7.30 
and through the french window appeared what seemed like a thousand cattle! There were 
in fact about two dozen, but standing on the lawn right outside the window they seemed 
enormous. Imagine two octogenarians chasing round the house trying to get rid of them!!



I eventually phoned the farmer and he and his son came to our rescue. They had trampled
over all the grassy areas leaving deep footprints, even venturing round our fish pond on a 
very narrow path.
They had found their way in through a hole they had made in the hedge. The irony was 
that we keep the gate shut so that cows and sheep with their young cannot make their way
in from the lane. With the gate closed for the night the d....... animals could not get out!!!
I can hear you laughing but its wasn't funny at the time.
Marjorie and Ramon

Sue and I managed to get to Bodnant Garden before the
‘firebreak’. Some trees were in the process of changing colour but
others were fabulous. This same view appeared in last week’s
Pioneer by a different photographer! 

TRACEY NOLAN
We were very saddened to hear that Tracey has passed away in October. Tracy was a semi-
professional singer who had appeared at venues in Blackpool and many other places around 
the UK, and was one of the lead singers in the Llandudno summer shows by the Harmony 
Singers. At David Cooper’s invitation, Tracey was a special guest in the Music Hall 
Entertainment half that accompanied our play ‘Erica & Me’ in May 2017, and I am sure that 
many members will remember her for her wonderful voice and lovely personality. I felt 
thrilled and privileged to introduce her to our audiences on those nights. 

TED HARDING
We have also sadly lost Ted Harding recently. Many of you will not know of him, but together 
with his wife Doris, he helped us a lot organising front of house in the days when we were at 
the Civic Hall. On performance nights he would dress in his dinner suit, just as Noel did too, 
and be the perfect host for our audiences. 

We also send our condolences to Sian whose mother Anne passed away at Glan Clwyd Hospital
recently. 

The item below was sent to us by Jean:

Hello Everyone, hope you are all keeping safe and well and positive.
I would like to share with you something I came across in the first lock down, king Lear 
prizes and competitions for short stories, art, poetry, music, etc. Recently there have 
been competitions for decorating toilet seats some were fabulous, jazz scenes etc, Mona 
Liza in the present day, there were pictures of her in covid masks etc, ditties for xmas 
crackers, some were a lot better than we get in our crackers! Songs set to music, I didn’t 
really follow it at first and wish I had because they wanted small plays, that was 
something we could of done a group chat on, there are also money prizes to be won, you 
can get them on WWW.kinglearprizes.org.uk.
Those who know me well will know I’ve always had a vivid imagination so thought I would do 
a short story, its something I have done all my life but never written them down, I would 
be driving around or in a pub and see someone and make a story up about them. I ended up 



doing three stories in lock down, the second two just for fun, I didn’t get anywhere they 
had thousands of entries but I enjoyed it.
I have now signed on at college on a creative writing course which is really interesting, the
tutor has given us three projects for lock down, two stories but the third requires a lot of
historical research! Its based on a young girl perfectly preserved in the peat bogs, 
Seamus Heaney, a famous Irish poet did a poem about her, apparently they have 
established she was fourteen and accused of adultery so hanged and drowned! I’m not 
being clever; I am not into poetry and had never heard of him!
This lock down I thought I would cook hams and stews and chillis and freeze, sort 
wardrobes, and venture into the under stairs cupboard which is a permanent dumping 
ground until I find a home for things, haven’t achieved a lot yet need a months lock down 
but on second thoughts NO NO!!
Regards Jean Webb x

For Remembrance Sunday, Sue has done this poppy to place in the window.
Her dad was in India and Burma during WW2 so this is always a poignant
time.  

As always, if you have any information or happenings that you would like to
share with other members, or thoughts on any of the above, then please get in touch.

Keep well and safe, everyone. 

Janet, Geoff & Sue.

(Geoff. 5th November 2020)


