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NEWSLETTER – DECEMBER 2020

Dear All,

We hope you are fine and well and looking forward to Christmas, although of course it
will be very different this year. This is only the second time in Chaps’ forty one year 
history that we haven’t been able to perform a pantomime, and with the exception of 
the repeat of our Murder Mystery for the R.N.L.I last February, never before will 
we have gone through twelve months without a show. It has been very different 
especially during the last week of November when we would normally have been very 
busy with final rehearsals, dress and technical runs through at the performance 
venues, and the performances themselves. Remember the dressing room palaver's, of
costume try-on’s and getting your make up right; and of putting up the scenery and 
the lights. Hang on to those memories and hopefully we will be able to have fun with 
it all again soon!!

Message from Janet

       Janet xx



Well, Sue and I had a surprise the other morning when we came down to breakfast 
and found an envelope on the carpet in front of the lounge fire place. It had images 
of Christmas trees and holly, and was addressed to Chaps, and inside there was a 
letter to us all, which I have copied below:

Lapland,
North Pole.

Hello to everyone at Chaps, 

Well, Christmas is coming very soon and I and my little 
helpers are working very hard wrapping all the presents for the
Mum’s and Dad’s, and boys and girls ready for Christmas Eve.

It is very cold here in Lapland with lots of snow on the 
ground and on the trees, but it is lovely. We have our nice cosy red coats and hats to 
keep us warm. Rudolf and my other reindeer are getting really excited, and we are 
polishing the sleigh so that it looks really nice. 

I know that you haven’t been able to do a pantomime this year, which is such a
shame because it is so much a special part of the festive season and everyone loves 
them. It has been a difficult year for many people, but hopefully things will start to 
get better very soon.

Be kind to all and I am sure there will be some lovely presents for you all this 
Christmas time. Look after yourselves and your families, and keep well, and I will see 
you after bed-time on Christmas eve. I hope you have a wonderful Christmas. 

         With love and best wishes to you all, from

Fa  C is ma

Well, isn’t that brilliant! Thank you Santa.

And here’s Joan, having donned 
her Christmas elf costume all ready to help.



Margaret has kindly written the item below for us:

BACHELOR’S BABY

Bachelor’s Baby was a brand new B-24 Liberator bomber. It flew 
from Kansas in early December 1943 carrying supplies to the US 
forces in East Anglia. After a hazardous two week journey over the
Pacific & Africa, considered a safer route than over the Atlantic, 
the plane reached Valley, Anglesey, to refuel. Leaving Valley on 7th 
January 1944 it lost its lead aircraft in low cloud, flew inland at 

Llanfairfechan & crashed landed in the hills above the town.

The local farmer & quarrymen from Penmaenmawr were first on the scene below Moelfre. The 
plane was on fire & the ammunition it was carrying was exploding.  Miraculously six of the crew 
survived & after hospital treatment returned to America & active service. The five airmen who died
& their “lucky mascot”, a six week old puppy called Booster, are commemorated by a cross set in a 
granite boulder & a slate plaque gives their names.

Every year on Remembrance Sunday I visit the memorial on the hill at 11.00am & leave my 
poppy. I think about those young bachelors who lost their lives & the locals who came to their aid 
on that winter’s day.

That’s all we have for now. Best wishes to everyone for Christmas and for a happy 
and healthy new year.

And don’t forget on Christmas Eve to leave a mince pie and a nice warming glass of 
sherry for Father Christmas, and of course something to eat and drink for his 
reindeer. 

As always, if you have any information or happenings
that you would like to share with other members, then 
please get in touch.

Have fun, and stay safe and well,

Janet, Geoff and Sue.

Geoff Skelhorn 18th December 2020.


